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Our Bureau

Budget 2015-16 reinforced the
Narendra Modi government’s in-
tentionof settingup one major cen-
tral institute in each state, by an-
nouncing five new All India
Institutes of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) in J&K, Punjab, Tamil
Nadu, Himachal Pradesh and
Assam; an IIT in Karnataka and
IIMs in J&K and Andhra Pradesh.

Besides, Indian School of Mines,
Dhanbad will be upgraded to a full-
fledged IIT. It is, however, not clear
whether the IIM in Andhra
Pradesh as outlined by Arun
Jaitley in his speech is IIM Vizag,
for which the foundation stone was
laid in January.

The other proposals outlined in-
clude a Post Graduate Institute of
Horticulture Research and Edu-
cation in Amritsar; three new
National Institutes of Pharma-
ceutical Education and Researchin

ati

Institutes of
Osgﬂ l_EdUcatipn:&

Maharashtra, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh; Institutes of Science
and Education Research in
Nagaland and Odisha, and
Apprenticeship Training Institute
for Women in Haryana and
Uttarakhand.

To ensure that higher education is
accessible to even the financially-
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EDU(ATION INCGovt budgets for more central instit
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For the Financially
Challenged ®

IT-based Student \—“

Financial Aid Authority to
be set up to administer and

monitor scholarship as well as
educational loan schemes

80,000 | 75,000
Secondary i Junior or middle
schools | schools to be

’ added to senior

| secondary level

to be
upgraded

challenged, the FM also proposed a
fully IT-based Student Financial Aid
Authority to administer and moni-
tor scholarship as well as education-
al loan schemes through the
Pradhan Mantri Vidya Lakshmi
Karyakram. At grass-roots level,
there is need to upgrade over 80,000
secondary schools and add or up-
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utes; TN, Assam, K'taka and J&K to benefit

oads, Here We Come

grade 75,000junior or middle schools
totheseniorsecondarylevel, Jaitley
said. More institutes are welcome,
but the question is how they will be
backed up, asked Narayanan
Ramaswamy; partner andhead, edu-
cation & skill development, KPMG
India. “T expected the budget to be
bolder in terms of allowing the PPP
modeltoset up II'Ts, TMs,” he said.
IIM Calcutta’s dean (academic)
Anindya Sen said while more insti-
tutes are welcome as they allow stu-
dents a wider choice, the ministry
could be more proactive in helping
with quick decision-making, coordi-
nation with state governments and
thelike. Othersalsostressed on this,
“Itisnotsustainable. Oneof the big
issues is the faculty crunch. The
older ITTs themselves are having a
tough time filling up faculty slots.
For newer IITs, it is going to be
tougher,” said Suneet Tuli, dean—re-
search and development, ITT Delhi.
Headded: “Land and infrastructure
isanothermajor issue.”




