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New Delhi: Far reachmg

changes seem to be occurring

inthewaymarriagesarefiXed

inlndia,andoneoftheseisthe

age at、
～
hich marriages take

place.About one‐ third of all

married、 vomen m the coun‐

try tied the knot before turn‐

ing 18 Among men,this pro‐
portion was much sma■ er at
just 6%.早 ut,the Ove抑 h゙ehn‐

mg maiOrtt Of、 咄りmen gOt

marriedbythetimetheywere

25,revealing social pressures
――andperhapslackof employ―

ment― stillat、
～
りrk.

Theseandrelatedmdmgs,

indudhg a rising trend of

menandh70mennotmarcying

at an,emerge from the recent

ly released Census 201l dtta

onmarrlage.

Among those married up

to four years prior to 2011,

around 17% of 、ゃomen and

iust 3%men were below 18
yearsof ageatthetimeofmar‐

riage To compare this 、viぬ

thepast,、マecanlookattheage

atmarriageof peoplemarried

20 or 30 or ewen 40 years ago.

Among such middle aged and

elderly persons,50%of wom‐

en and 16%of men reported
getting married before they

vヽere 18.

Soarepeoplernarwinglat‐
er?Yes and no.Cleaχ ly much
less people are marrymg be_

foretheleganb7permittedages

of 18 years for、vomen and 21
years for men, compared tO

earlier

But here's another fact:

92%of urclmen were married

by the time they reached 25
pars of age.Thiswasthecase

alnong thOse married up to

four years before the Census

m201l Among women mar‐

ried for 20 to 29 years,a huge

96% had got married by the

thnetheyreachedtheageof25.

Formen,thё  situation was
different earlie■ and it has
changed even more in recerlt
years Amongmenmarriedin

thepastfouryears,nearly7one‐

third tied the knot after they

had reached 26 Bet、 veen 20
rand 30 years ago,」he propor‐

tionof suchmen、 vas22%.For‐

tyyearsago,12%menmarried

afterage26
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